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AIMS

• to read extensively and study a text related to the 
Unit theme

• to scan for specifi c information and read for detail
• to practise dictionary skills
• to understand words in context
• to focus on collocation of specifi c items
• to review and practise past simple and past 

perfect (active and passive)
• discussion

Total time (approx): 1 hour 20 minutes

(Note: Some exercises can be set for homework)

Lead-in

 1 Hand out the worksheet. To introduce students 
to the theme of the text and activate background 
knowledge and vocabulary, put students into pairs to 
discuss the questions. Pre-teach ‘entrepreneur’ and 
‘wacky’.

 Time: 3–5 minutes

Vocabulary (1): dictionary skills

 2  This exercise focuses on some of the words in the 
text that students might be unfamiliar with. Put 
students into pairs and give each pair a list of words, 
either A or B. Allow them fi ve minutes to check the 
meaning of the words and prepare a defi nition. Then 
re-pair the students, so that each new pair consists 
of one student A and one student B. Students swap 
their lists and As test Bs on their list and vice versa. 
Set a short time limit to maintain pace.

Student A Student B

to vanish
stapler
mindset
hammer

innovation
innate
skill
to carve out

 Time: 10–12 minutes

Reading comprehension (1): scan 
reading

 3 The scanning skills practised in this exercise will help 
make students aware that full understanding of a 
text is not always necessary for certain reading tasks. 
Students should scan the text individually for the 
relevant words and then match them to the names 
given. Allow no more than two minutes to reinforce 
this reading technique. Students then compare 
answers. Provide feedback.

Key: 1d 2b 3e 4c 5a
 Time: 3–4 minutes

Reading comprehension (2): 
understanding detail

 4 This exercise checks students’ understanding of 
the fi ner detail of the text. Initially it is best done 
individually to allow each reader time to process 
information. Students should then compare answers 
in pairs before checking as a class. Possible answers 
are provided in the Key. Students then discuss the 
follow-up question with their partner before sharing 
ideas as a class.

Key:

School How does it try to encourage 
creativity?

Lancaster 
University 
Management 
School

Sabine Junginger tries to make students 
more aware of how they think. She does 
this by giving them a number of objects 
and getting them to sort them into 
categories of their own making. 

Bristol Business 
School

Nicolas O’Regan encourages them to 
develop their indigenous entrepreneurial 
spirit. He also tries to make students 
aware of their own mindset, thus 
allowing them to become more 
entrepreneurial and competitive. 

Esade Business 
School

Jonathan Wareham uses techniques for 
design thinking and creative play to 
stimulate the mind and raise questions 
about rules, categories and limits.
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Key: 1 glittering (para. 1) 2 own path (para. 1) 3 living 
(para. 3) 4 set me off (para. 3) 5 raises/raised (para. 6)

 Time: 8–10 minutes

Grammar: past simple and past 
perfect

 7  This exercise aims to clarify the distinction between 
the past simple and the past perfect, both active 
and passive. Students should work individually for a 
minute or two to allow weaker students to process 
the information. They can then discuss their answers 
in pairs.

Key:
1 doing the PhD, then commercialising the research. 

‘commercialized the research’ (past simple); ‘he had 
done’ (past perfect)

2 Sentence (b) is a past perfect active sentence and (c) 
is a past perfect passive sentence.

 ‘He’ is at the beginning of sentence ‘b’ in order to 
focus attention on the subject.

Rules:

i) The past simple indicates an action in the past. The 
past perfect (active or passive) is used to indicate a 
time in the past, as seen from a time in the past. The 
form of the past perfect is had + past participle.

ii) The passive voice is used when we want to focus on the 
person or thing affected by the action. The form of the 
past perfect passive is had + been + past participle

iii)  The research the Judge student had recently done fro 
his PhD in engineering was recently commercialized.

 Time: 6–8 minutes

 8  This exercise provides practice in distinguishing 
between the uses of the past simple active and 
passive and the past perfect active and passive. 
Students should work individually for a minute 
or two to allow weaker ones to process the 
information. Then, allow them to work in pairs.

Key: 1 attended 2 were set 3 was 4 managed 5 was 6 
dropped out 7 set up/had set up 8 was set up 9 had 
risen 10 was carried out 11 had been given 12 had been 
ignored

 Time: 6–8 minutes

 Time: 8–10 minutes 

Vocabulary (2): words in context

 5 This activity aims to encourage students to use 
context to work out meaning, thereby developing 
coping strategies for tackling more diffi cult texts. 
Do the example question with them demonstrating 
how context supports meaning, and then ask them 
to work in pairs to complete the exercise. The 
Key provides possible answers. Concept check for 
understanding.

Key:
1 encouraging their students to start thinking 

imaginatively (para 3)
2 a large pile (para 4)
3 existing in a place or country; coming from that place 

(para 5)
4 literally ‘become glassy’, but when someone’s ‘eyes 

glaze over’ it means that they stop thinking clearly 
(perhaps due to boredom) (para 6)

5 experiencing / coming into contact with (para 10)

 Time: 6–8 minutes

Vocabulary (3): collocation

 6  Collocation, the way in which some words regularly 
occur together, is an important aspect of language 
learning. Before students begin the exercise, check 
their understanding of this term by giving an example 
and eliciting others. When they have completed 
the sentences, they should construct sentences of 
their own with a partner to check understanding. 
In feedback, draw attention to other possible 
collocations.

Manchester 
Business School

Tudor Rickards tries to challenge people 
on the way they see themselves and to 
‘push out the limits on their thinking’.

Judge Business 
School

Shailendra Vyakarnam believes it is 
innate, but killed off as we grow up. 
He says it is skills-based and therefore 
can be learnt when self-confi dence and 
inspiration in role-models are found.
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Discussion

 9 These activities provide an opportunity for students 
to build fl uency and improve conversational 
strategies. Before the discussion task (a), it may 
be useful to recap some of the qualities and skills 
mentioned in the text. Monitor students’ discussions 
for later error correction. Task (b) may be used for 
an imaginative class. Provide some initial support by 
asking students to consider what jobs they dislike 
doing and what might help (i.e. robot cleaner to tidy 
their room). Each pair should discuss their product 
for a few minutes before telling the class about it. 
The class can then vote on the best one.

 Time: 12–15 minutes

Further work

 10 Reading and speaking: information exchange. Ask 
students to read in detail about either Jo Morey 
(paras 11 to 15) or Sarah Wightman (paras 16 to 20) 
and answer the questions below.

  •  What work experience did she have before doing 
an MBA?

  • What is her business idea?
  • How did the MBA help her achieve this?
  • What other important points are made?

  Students should write notes in their own words 
and then use these notes (rather than referring to 
the text) as the basis for an information-exchange 
activity with a partner. Students can then discuss and 
compare the two stories presented and decide who, 
in their opinion, has been the more successful.

 11 Writing. Students write a letter to a company of 
their choice stating the reasons why they should 
be taken on to do a two-month internship over the 
summer holidays. They should give details of their 
qualifi cations as well as information highlighting their 
personal qualities and skills. This can be extended to 
an interview role play, where students work in pairs 
to interview each other for the position using the 
letter as a basis.

This article fi rst appeared on Thursday, 9 October, 2008, at 
www.independent.co.uk/student/postgraduate/mbas-guide/
teaching-creativity-to-the-next-generation-of-entrepreneurs-is-
not-as-wacky-as-it-sounds-955183.html.

Lesson Plan and Worksheet author: Ruth Taylor

Editor: Jacqueline French



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 400
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


