Teaching Tips

Vocabulary and
grammar 3

Reconstructing texts and dialogues
Learners can always understand a wider range of language than they can use themselves. But it is often useful to
activate key language items that learners have encountered in reading and listening texts, so that they can make
them part of their productive language. A simple and effective way to do this is to get them to reconstruct a text
or dialogue from given key words; this is also a good way to deal with grammar while at the same time focusing
strongly on expressing meaning.
Shorter texts
You’ve read the text opposite and you’ve used it
to focus on ‘disaster’ vocabulary and also on the
past simple passive.
As a final stage, you could ask learners to cover
the text. Write these key words on the board or
give them out on a worksheet:

earthquake – Bazgan – buildings –
damaged – houses – destroyed –
200 people – killed – injured

A severe earthquake struck the
town of Bazgan on Monday.
Many buildings in the centre
were damaged, and some houses
in the old part of the town were
completely destroyed. At least 200
people were killed and many more
were injured. Rescue work went
on through yesterday, and more
than 60 people were rescued from
buildings in the town.

Go through the words together and ask how they could be used to tell the story (e.g. There was a severe
earthquake in Bazgan; A severe earthquake struck Bazgan). What’s important here is how to convey the meaning
of the text, not the exact words used, but it’s a good opportunity to ‘stretch’ learners (e.g. to use words like severe
and struck).
In pairs, learners practise re-telling the news story. Then get them to tell the story round the class.
Longer texts
The same technique can be used with longer authentic texts. In this case you could just write a few key words and
phrases on the board and ask learners to give a summary of the text in their own words.
Alternatively, you could elicit key words from the class and write them on the board (perhaps also adding some of
your own). In this way, learners can generate a summary using words and phrases that they consider important.
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Reconstructing dialogues
Here is part of a conversation in which someone meets a
guest in Istanbul. Your class has listened to the recording
and you have focussed on some of the expressions in it.
You could then write an outline of the conversation on the
board, and ask learners what they think the two people say.

A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:

hello …
hi …
come in. drink? coffee?
water
hungry? eat?
no. hotel food.

Hello, you must be Koji. Nice to meet you.
Hi, Erkan. Nice to meet you, too.
erkan Yeah, come in.
koji Thanks for meeting me.
erkan It’s a pleasure. Would you like something
to drink? A cup of coffee?
koji Erm, just a glass of water, please.
erkan Are you hungry? Do you want something
to eat?
koji No, I’m fine, thank you. The hotel food is
very good.
erkan Great. So, tell me, what would you like to
do? Are you interested in seeing some sights?
koji Yes, I am. I’m really interested in
architecture. I’d love to see the Blue Mosque
actually.
erkan
koji
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Again, it’s not important that they reproduce the conversation exactly, but that what they say makes sense and fits
the context. This is an opportunity to explore how they might express the same idea in different ways (e.g. Would
you like some coffee? How about a cup of coffee? Can I offer you some coffee?).
Then students improvise the conversation in pairs, or have a similar conversation but changing the details.
Finally, you could play the original recording again, so learners can compare it with what they said themselves.
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