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Find out how Shining Lights 
integrates learning and 
assessment



What is Integrated  
Learning and Assessment?
Integrated Learning and Assessment (ILA) is the combined use of teaching, 
learning and assessment methods to plan, measure and improve outcomes. 

As a teacher you probably already incorporate elements 
of ILA into your everyday teaching. ILA works by providing 
evidence of progress to teachers and learners, as well 
as supporting actionable feedback, to increase the 
effectiveness of future learning. 

In this context assessment can be seen as a dynamic 
tool, integral to language learning and teaching, where 
assessments are not just endpoints but opportunities for 
reflection, growth, and empowerment. 

Four stages underpin learner success
Providing evidence of progress and actionable feedback are at the heart of successfully integrating learning and 
assessment in the classroom – and achieving the best possible learning outcomes. These are supported by having 
clear learning objectives and tailored follow-up activities planned by teachers.
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ILA in Shining Lights
Learning objectives
Shining Lights is a dynamic new blended course for 
secondary school students, which offers not only thorough 
preparation for Cambridge English Qualifications, but also 
engaging and communicative materials underpinned by 
four pillars: 

•	 Integrated learning and assessment 
•	 Problem based learning 
•	 Life skills linked to the Cambridge Life Competencies 

framework 
•	 Oracy.

Learning aims* are marked at the start of each unit to 
demonstrate the skills and language students will learn  
and practise. 

Aims are intentionally broad and open to allow you to tailor 
them to the needs of your learners.

Many tasks include success criteria which help learners to 
focus on what they need to do to achieve aims. The criteria 
help them to see what success looks like and provides a 
benchmark to compare their own work (or that of their 
peers) against.

Here is an example of success criteria for a report  
writing task:

Where success criteria are not included, think about writing 
your own or co-creating them with your students. You can 
do this by eliciting the positive features of a model or by 
asking what a good example of the task would include.

Evidence of progress
Shining Lights includes a range of activities and projects 
which provide teachers with evidence of learner progress 
towards achieving the learning objectives.

For example:

•	 Practice tasks
•	 Exam familiarisation
•	 Review checks
•	 Reflection

Practice Tasks

Integrated throughout the Student’s Book are practice 
tasks to help learners develop language and skills. It 
includes a grammar reference and practice section with 
complete grammar explanations and practice activities.

In the Workbook, the vocabulary builder provides 
consolidation and extension of language in the  
Student’s Book.

Activities on Presentation Plus provide further opportunities 
to practise pronunciation, grammar and vocabulary.

* aims/objectives are synonymous in this context

Teacher tip: Share aims with learners at the start 
of each lesson. Check they understand the aim(s) 
and clarify any questions. This can be done in L1 if 
necessary. This helps learners understand what to 
expect in the lesson and provides a benchmark to 
review or self-assess against at the end of the lesson.
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Exam familiarisation activities 

Throughout Shining Lights, exam tasks provide guided 
practice of Cambridge English Qualifications tasks 
supported by tips with practical advice. This exam focus 
allows teachers and learners to evaluate progress and have 
a record for next steps. Linked to the CEFR, exam tasks are 
designed to help learners communicate in authentic ways in 
real-life situations as well as help children and teenagers 
gain confidence and improve their English language skills.

Speaking exam videos offer a model for students to be able 
to do an exam task themselves using guided practice. There 
are writing worksheets in the Resource Bank which expand 
on the skills needed for different writing genres.

The Resource Bank also includes a complete exam so when 
students are ready, they can check their progress and 
readiness for the exam. 

Review checks 

Each odd-numbered unit includes a ‘wrap-up’  
page which encourages students to look back  
and reflect on their learning. It includes  
prompts for review as well as self-assessment.

The Workbook features a cumulative review covering 
grammar and vocabulary from the previous two units and 
building on work done throughout the book so far.

The Test Generator includes a test for each unit to 
encourage review and revision as well as embed new 
concepts. Tests are ready to use or can be edited to adapt 
to your students’ needs.

Reflection  

Halfway through each unit are prompts to encourage 
students to pause and reflect on their learning. You’ll find 
questions to guide and support their reflection in the 
Teacher’s Book.
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Actionable feedback 
Feedback is a response to a learner’s performance, 
understanding or behaviour. The most common form of 
feedback in language learning is error correction (corrective 
feedback), but explanations or comments are also important 
forms of feedback. Feedback can come from the teacher 
(delivered verbally or in writing), from other learners, or as 
part of a process of self-assessment.

It is important that feedback is actionable. Actionable 
feedback is feedback which makes it clear what the 
learner should do next. Feedback will vary depending on 
the situation, but there are ways in which Shining Lights 
supports effective feedback.

Linking feedback to learning objectives

Feedback should be linked to learning objectives or any 
success criteria established for a task. It should help learners 
understand which aspects of the objectives they have 
achieved and what they need to do to achieve any aspects 
which have not yet been met.

It’s important that learners know when, why and how they 
have performed well so collect and show specific evidence 
of this. This helps learners to continue to perform well. Where 
learners have not achieved aims, you should provide 
feedback which helps them to do so next time. For example, 
in the oracy learning objective on having a debate, shown 
on page 2, one of the success criteria is to ‘use confident 
body language’. In giving feedback, you might say: ‘In the 
first part of the debate you looked confident and made eye 
contact with the audience. However, in your response don’t 
forget to keep your head up and look at your audience to 
make sure you sound confident about what you are saying.’

Making time for feedback

Make sure you allow time for feedback at various stages 
within your lessons. It’s a good idea to plan in advance when 
you are going to give feedback and in what way. Try to use 
a variety of methods and think about both individual and 
class feedback.

Think about when learners will be most receptive to 
feedback and plan for them to use it to improve their 
performance. For example, learners can repeat a task with a 
different partner or do a similar task with a different topic.

Peer review and self-assessment

Integrated throughout the Student’s Book are peer review 
activities which encourage learners to support each other in 

their learning. This helps learners understand tasks on a 
deeper level and develop valuable learning skills.

Activities like this encourage learners to focus on success 
criteria in their own or others’ performance. Being aware of 
success criteria gives learners a higher chance of success in 
a task.

The Workbook includes a self-assessment task at the end 
of every unit. Presented in an easily-accessible format, it 
encourages learners to think about what they are doing 
well and where they can improve and take responsibility for 
their own learning. It also prompts them to think about how 
they feel in relation to learning English. This helps learners to 
understand what is going well and where they may need to 
direct further attention.

A study journal at the end of each unit in the Workbook is a 
student-centred feature designed to review language from 
the unit in a flexible, personalised way. Students use their 
creative- and critical thinking skills to engage with the 
language and consolidate their learning.

Learners will also need support and training in doing  
self- and peer-assessment as it may be new to them.

Teacher tip: Give feedback on the range of skills and 
subskills which make learners good communicators 
rather than just focusing on grammar and vocabulary. 
This helps learners to see the importance of other 
aspects of communication.

Teacher tip: Make sure feedback is an integral and 
active part of the lesson and doesn’t only happen at 
the end. Give learners an opportunity to respond to 
feedback through making corrections, improving a 
piece of writing or asking questions about the feedback 
they’ve been given, for example.
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Tailored follow-up 
Shining Lights includes a variety of opportunities to offer 
tailored follow-up to learners depending on their progress 
and needs.

There are suggestions throughout the Teacher’s Book to 
help with fast finishers. Stretch activities throughout each 
unit encourage learners to think further about topics and 
provide extra practice for fast finishers. Further options for 
stretching learners in the form of fun tasks like posters, 
videos and infographics can be found in the wrap-up 
sections.

In the digital classroom, students can access Personalised 
Learning activities which adapt to their level. This innovative 
technology ensures students receive a personal learning 
experience with level-appropriate tasks to provide 

reinforcement or extension as needed. This is ideal for 
catering to the range of abilities within any classroom.

You can follow this up in class by asking learners to discuss 
what they read or listened to with a partner. Or by asking 
them to share something new they learned, for example, 
vocabulary.

You can use Practice Extra to assign extra grammar and 
vocabulary tasks relevant to your learners’ needs and level. 
Students can access on a phone or computer and use it for 
their own self-study. 

Also on Cambridge One is access to Kahoot review quizzes 
linked to each unit. These can be assigned to learners as a 
fun way to review and consolidate their learning.

Teacher tip: Provide opportunities for learners to 
give feedback through activities such as online polls, 
suggestion boxes or learner journals. As well as giving 
students a say on their learning, it can help to develop 
your relationship with learners.

Personalised Learning

Practice reading and listening 
in Cambridge One, with 
immediate feedback. Activities 
automatically adapt to the 
individual level and needs of 
the student.
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Visit cambridge.org/ILA
to find out more about Integrated Learning and Assessment. 

Here you will find a Teacher’s Guide to ILA offering practical ideas and tips for  
integrating learning and assessment in your classroom and much more.
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