
1 Put the city names in order and complete the map. Use an atlas or the internet 
to help you.
1 erPth  2  deeAliad  3  ySendy  4  elorMuben  5  aniBbres

3a Read the factfi le on page 2 and answer the 
questions.
1  How many Aborigines lived in Australia in 

1600?
2  Who was the fi rst European to see Australia?
3  What did Captain Cook do in Australia?
4  Who did the UK send to colonise the 

continent in 1786?
5  When did free immigrants start to arrive?
6  How many Australians fought in World War I

_
 _ ?

7  What’s the population of Australia today?

3b Work with a partner. Read the internet forum 
on page 2 and discuss these questions.
1  What is the Multicultural Teens in Australia 

forum about?
2  Does Saba speak Urdu at home? 

Why / Why not?
3  When did Sam start to learn about Aboriginal 

culture?
4  Does John feel more Australian than Italian? 

Why / Why not?

2       09  Listen to Jay talking about the 
Harmony Festival. Tick (✓) the pictures 
of the things he talks about.
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MULTICULTURAL TEENS IN

I came to Sydney from Pakistan when I was five. I spend a lot of 
my time with other Pakistanis and I speak Urdu with my family, 
but I am definitely an Australian. I like it a lot here. At school I 
have classmates from all over the world. And what do we have 
in common? We all love hanging out on the beach – barbecues 
and... cricket!  But my friends and I are a bit strange! We like old 
Australian soap operas, going to Sydney’s Wildlife World, and 
listening to Australian music. We’re fans of the Australian pop 
band Operator Please. I was born in Pakistan, but I can’t say I 
know much about it. I know Australian culture much better.

I’m from Queensland in the north of Australia. I’m Aborigine, but I 
only speak a bit of our language. I wasn’t interested in Aboriginal 
culture until I was 12 and I saw a local Aboriginal band. They sang 
and played fantastic instruments. Now I play the didgeridoo – you 
have to breathe and blow very hard to play it, so it helps with my 
asthma. I really love an Aboriginal group called Yothu Yindi – they 
mix rock’n’roll with Aboriginal music. 
A mix… just like me!

My grandparents were from Italy, but my parents were born 
here. My mum speaks Italian really well, but she learned it at 
school in Australia and then she went to Italy for holidays. My 
dad only knows a few words of dialect. I know a few words 
too. Italy’s really beautiful and I like visiting my cousins, but I 
feel Australian. Sure, here everybody always asks you, ‘What’s 
your background? Where’s your family from?’ I don’t like that 
much. I know a person’s culture is important, especially for new 
immigrants. But I like talking about rugby or cricket!

We want to know about your experiences in 
multicultural Australia!

SaBA MALIK, 14

Sam Wirrpanda, 15

JOHN BISÌN, 15

Australia FACTFILE
the people

of Australia

1600 One million 
  Aborigines lived in 

Australia.

1606 Willem Janszoon, 
  from Holland, started 

the fi rst map of the 
coast of Australia.

1770 Captain James 
  Cook took a scientifi c 

expedition to complete 
the map of Australia – he 
made it a British colony.

1786 The British sent 
  160,000 prisoners from 

the UK to develop the 
colony.

1790 The fi rst free 
  immigrants started 

arriving, mostly from the 
UK.

1901 Australia got its 
 own Parliament.

1914 400,000 
  Australians 
  volunteer to fi ght in 

World War I.

1945-2000 5.9 million 
  new immigrants came to 

Australia.

2010 The total 
  population reached 22 

million.

HOME ISSUESWHAT WE DO

Get Involved FORUMS

4 Work with a partner. Write a factfi le about Italian emigration to the USA or 
another country. Draw a spidergram to help you.

   Project space Italian emigration

Reasons for going? 
Overpopulation (1900) 

Where are they now? 
New York City, Chicago, 

?
Travel conditions? 
1850s – 14 weeks on a boat
Danger of disease

How many?  
5.5 million since 1820 
2 million in 1900–1910

Italian emigrants 
to the USA
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