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Vocabulary and 
grammar 5

Words connected to me
This is a simple, paper-free activity which provides both receptive and productive practice of new words or 
expressions. First, learners’ comprehension of the vocabulary is consolidated as they listen to the various items 
and refl ect on how they’re connected to their own lives. Thinking about the personal signifi cance of new language 
in this way will help learners memorise it. Second, learners compare and discuss their ideas, and in so doing 
practise using the vocabulary in genuine communication.

1 You’ve just focused on and clarifi ed the meaning of some words or expressions, for example those in exercises 
1a and 1b below:

English Unlimited Upper Intermediate, Unit 1

Now you want to provide learners with some personalised practice of the vocabulary.

2 Ask learners to close their coursebooks. Draw this table on the board and have learners copy it.

Connected to me Not connected

3 Say the vocabulary expressions. The learners’ task is to listen and write the expressions in the table: in the left-
hand column if they feel the expression is connected to them, and in the right-hand column if they feel it isn’t. 
You can use all the expressions or just a selection if you feel there are too many.

Encourage learners not to think too much and to go with their immediate reactions. Total honesty isn’t required, 
and they can always change their ideas later if they want. If they’re really not sure, they can write the expression 
in the middle of the table.

4 Put learners in pairs or small groups to compare their tables and discuss what they’ve written. The idea of this 
stage is to generate lots of speaking – and practice of the target vocabulary – as learners explain their reasons 
for categorising the expressions as they have.

It’s a good idea to demonstrate this stage with the class fi rst by choosing one of your more confi dent learners 
and quizzing them about a couple of their answers. 
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1.2

Transferable skills for job seekers

These skills are vitally important for all job seekers, students and people considering a 
career change. But what exactly are transferable skills? Basically, they’re skills that you have 
naturally or that you’ve acquired from any activity in your life – classes, parenting, projects, 
hobbies, sports, other jobs – which you can then take and put to use in a job you’d like to 
do. For example, a full-time parent who’d like to move into a junior management position 
might have a number of relevant transferable skills like being well organised, good at 
managing their time and able to multi-task.

6 a In groups, talk about the things you’re good at and what you’ve done.

 b Get into new groups. Tell each other about the people in your fi rst group.

Transferable skills
1 a Look at the expressions from the recording in the box. Which group 1–3 describes: 

a people skills?  b physical abilities?  c mental skills?

1 be physically fi t, be strong, have plenty of endurance
2 be good with numbers, be able to think logically, be focused
3 be a good listener, be an effective communicator, have the ability to compromise

 b Now add three more expressions from the box to each of the groups, 1–3. 

be able to delegate have good eyesight have a good sense of balance
be able to manage groups have a lot of self-discipline have quick refl exes
have plenty of imagination be sensitive to people’s feelings be well organised

2  Talk together. Which skills do you think Darya, Cian and Hyun-Ae probably have?

3 a Look at the highlighted expressions in 1a and 1b. Which words do you think are 
stressed? Which are not stressed? Underline the stressed syllables.

be good with numbers 

 b 1.3  Listen and look at the script on p141 to check.

 c What kinds of words are usually:

1 stressed? nouns, ...
2 not stressed? pronouns, ...

4  Read part of a website for job seekers. What are transferable skills? Does 
everyone have them?

SPEAKING

VOCABULARY
Skills

PRONUNCIATION
Stress

SPEAKING

Well, Cian’s physically 
fi t ... And he must 
have a good sense 
of balance.

5 a Work alone. What transferable skills do you have that would be relevant to these jobs?

• a high-rise window cleaner • a landscape gardener • the mayor of a small town 
• a stock market trader • a tele-sales agent • a writer

  Decide which job would be most suitable for you.

 b In groups, explain your ideas from 5a. Who would be the best person for each job?

I could be a high-rise window cleaner. I’ve always 
been quite sporty so I’ve got a good sense of balance.

Really? I’d be terrifi ed of falling ...

Findajob

www.jobsfoundbyus.com/skills
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5	 To round off the activity, ask one or two learners to tell the class some of the most interesting things they found 
out about their partners.

Variations
•	 Instead of using a table, use a line like this:

connected	 not connected

This gives learners the option of placing items between the two extremes of ‘connected’ and ‘not connected’.

•	 Instead of dictating the items, give each learner the items on a set of cards and ask them to work alone and 
divide the cards into two piles ‘connected’ / ‘not connected’). In this way, learners can work at their own pace 
(remember set a time limit) and move cards from one pile to another if they change their minds.

•	 If you want to stir things up and add an element of movement to your lesson, ask learners to stand in a queue 
in the middle of the room, one behind the other, facing you. You say one of the expressions, and all the learners 
have to run either to your left (= ‘connected’) or to your right (= ‘not connected’). Ask them to spend one or two 
minutes explaining to the people standing next to them why they ran in the direction they did. Then they come 
back into the middle of the room to hear the next expression.


