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TOPIC ESSAY TITLE YEAR 

Beautiful places / 
travel / tourism 

If you had the chance, would you travel to space?  
2011

Books, television, 
cinema, music, 
arts 

Describe a TV series that you like and explain why you like it.  
2010

  Would you like to live without TV? Why?  2010

Dating 
Last year, you met someone on the internet and one day you decided to meet him / 
her in person. Write about your experience.  2010

  Meeting people online: advantages and disadvantages.  2010

Education, school 
and university 

Last year, you wrote a rude message insulting a teacher. You published the message 
on the school web site and everyone in school read it. Explain what happened, why 
you did it and what the consequences were.  2011

  
Write a letter to the editor of a local newspaper complaining about the behaviour of 
some students on a school trip staying in a hotel in the area where you live.  2008

  

You are a school teacher. Last month you left 30 three year old children alone for five 
minutes. During that time one child accidentally swallowed your USB memory. As a 
consequence, the school director has dismissed you. Write a letter to the director 
explaining what happened and explaining that you want to recover your job and your 
USB memory.  2010

  
You took part in a school trip in which one of your classmates had a serious accident 
for not observing the rules. The trip had nearly to be cut short. Write about it.  2008

Happiness, fear 
and other feelings 
/ emotions 

Money and happiness. What’s the connection?  
2010

You won 100 million euros on the lottery two years ago. Write a letter to a friend 
explaining to him / her how much your life has changed since then.  2010

Health, addictions 
etc. 

In your opinion what are the causes and consequences of a fat society? What 
proposals might help in the ‘war on obesity’?  2008

  
Write a letter to an obese friend. Give him / her advice about why he / she should lose 
weight and about what he / she could do in order to achieve this aim.  2008

History and 
famous people 

Choose a historical character. It can be from any field: art, politics, literature, sports, 
science etc. Describe him / her and explain why he / she has impressed you.  2011

Do you think the monarchy is a good option to rule a country? Why?  2011

Social problems / 
world problems 

Advantages and disadvantages of living independently.  
2008

  
Imagine you committed a victimless and non-violent crime and were arrested. Tell the 
story of how things happened and explain your feelings.  2009

  What are prisons for? Do they make us safer? Do they help rehabilitate criminals?  2009

  

Your sister was living happily at home, but finally decided she had to live her own life. 
Write about her decision to do so – how she felt about it, problems she had to face 
etc. – and how she is getting on in life now.  

2008
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The internet/social 
networking sites  

How has the internet changed the world?  
2011

Work, jobs, 
employment and 
unemployment 

Are there women’s jobs and men’s jobs?  
2010

 


